
St. John’s Church

2021 Sandridge Road

Alden, New York 14004
716-937-6959
                                           St. John the Baptist Parish Council Meeting

                                                                      May 19, 2011

PRESENT:  Rev. James Ciupek         Marge Orcutt              John Ertel

                      Diana Schlicht               Judy Downhower        Joseph Dahl

                      Jeffrey Zaleski               Mariam Shannon        Nancy Haungs

                      Leonard Weisbeck         Everett Boone 

                      Marie Strauss                Steven Dick

EXCUSED: Deacon Richard Mahaney, Sister Ellen McCarthy, James Creighton, Roger Martin, Raymond Roll, Marilynn Camp, Ellyn Urso and Sara Genco.

OPENING PRAYER: Offered by Rev. James Ciupek

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: Approved as e-mailed.

CORRESPONDENCE: None received.

OLD BUSINESS:
Parish Website- update- Sara Genco e-mailed report.  Father Jim said he is appreciative of Sara’s time spent putting parish information on the website.

St. John’s as an emergency shelter- Mariam Shannon reported she attended a meeting on 5/13/2011, at the Town Hall to obtain information on St. John’s becoming involved as an emergency shelter.  The first step needed to be done is to complete the required Shelter Facility Survey.  After the survey is completed, Ryan Sheedy would come to our school and do a walk through of the building.  We would need to have a volunteer serve as manager of the shelter and also volunteer staff people.  Mariam stated she was informed that the shelters are not only used for a snow storm, but would be called to activate our shelter in any type of emergency.  Training will be offered for the volunteers involved with the shelter.  After the survey and walk through are completed, it will then be determined if St. John’s is qualified as an emergency shelter.  A lengthy discussion followed regarding using our school as a shelter.  Mariam agreed to contact Larry Kocher regarding the completion of the survey and walk through with Ryan Sheedy.

Comments regarding “Introductions” before Mass.  Father Jim asked members if we felt people were responding to the introduction before Mass. The consensus of members was that most people are accepting it.

NEW BUSINESS: Meeting Schedule- Meetings for 2011-2012-

September 15, 2011, October 20,2011, November 17, 2011, January 19,2012, February 16, 2012, March 15, 2012, April 19,2012 and May 17, 2012.

                                   On September 15th.  at 6:00 P.M. there will be a social prior to the meeting.

REPORT FROM THE PASTOR:
Status of Sister Ellen- Father reported he has visited Sister and also talked with her today.  She is improving from stress fractures in her lower back.  Sister hopes to be back to St. John’s in about one month.  In Sister’s absence, Sue Wery is working with wedding couples, Sue Penasack is doing the Bereavement Group and Father Jim is doing the Baptismal classes.  The Evangelization Committee was taken off the agenda for the summer.  Sister Ellen is requesting our prayers.
Review of Pastor- Father Jim said that officially on June 15, 2011, he will have completed his six year assignment as Pastor of St. John’s Parish.  He was given twenty evaluation forms to be completed.  Three of the evaluation forms were distributed to the Religious Education Dept., three to school staff, three to rectory staff and Diana Schlicht  distributed the rest. Completed forms are sent to the Priests Personnel Board. Father will meet with a person from the board for his evaluation. Generally, you are renewed after the first term, so he is anticipating being renewed for a second term at St. John’s.  The final decision is in the Bishop’s hands.
Calendar items due to Rectory Office by June 15th. - Father reminded members about scheduling rooms, etc.  There will be a calendar meeting scheduled for sometime in July.
Visit of International Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of Fatima August 7th. and 8th. -  Our parish was asked to host the statue of Our Lady of Fatima.  It will be in the Buffalo Diocese ten days and at our parish August 7th. departing August 8th. at noon. Debbie Pirog has agreed to be our liaison and contact person. We will have a prayer service on August 7th.  7:00 P.M. This will include presentation of the Rosary, a Litany and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 10:00 P.M.
Preparation for Introduction of New Roman Missal- In the fall, we will be preparing for the new translation of the Roman Missal.  The Missal will be first implemented on the first Sunday of Advent.  Father said his vision now , is to hold two training sessions for those interested. These would be held outside of the Mass environment. Updated Missalettes will be available. Will also have pew cards with new version of the Creed, Gloria, etc. on them.  Those involved with the music will need to make changes in the Gloria and the Holy, Holy, Holy.
Interior Painting of the Church- Father Jim stated tentatively, the interior painting of church is scheduled for early 2012. Major parts of leaks now seem to be alleviated.
STANDING COMMITTEES:

LITURGY-Everett Boone reported Mass will be held in the cemetery at 10:00 A.M.on Memorial Day.  Confirmation will be held on May 25, 2011 at 7:00 P.M.  Father stated the Liturgy Committee membership needs to be re-evaluated, as some members are now unable to attend.  Therefore, we need to bring in new members.
PAROCHIAL SCHOOL- Marilynn Camp e-mailed report.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Marge Orcutt gave members in attendance a copy of her report. Marge also gave Council information on an assembly that our Religious Ed. Students had along with three young refugees from Afghanistan who now reside in Canada.
YOUTH ORGANIZATION: Ellyn Urso- e-mailed report.
BUILDING AND GROUNDS: Roger Martin- e-mailed report.
FINANCE COMMITTEE:  Father Jim reported on the time period from September, 2009-April 2010 and September 2010-April, 2011, each of these had 34 Sundays.  The net income for September 2009-April of 2010 was $373,338.42 and September, 2010-April 2011, net income was $428,691.43. Collections are up 14.8% for the same time period last year.The Increase Giving Campaign seems to be holding good.  The next Finance Committee meeting is next week.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS:

PRO-LIFE - Judy Downhower- e-mailed report.  Father Jim commented on the annul Western N.Y. “Lawyers for Life” banquet.  He was very impressed with the guest speaker Ms. Abby Johnson.
HOLY NAME: Joseph Dahl reported money was donated to four eighth grade students who wrote essays and will be attending Catholic high schools. Two students will receive $250.00 and two of the runner ups will receive $100.00 toward scholarships. Holy Name will also be donating money toward flowers to be planted in front of church.
EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL- No report.
HOME SCHOOL- No report.
MEMBERS COMMENTS-Judy Downhower asked Father Jim if a parish closes that has a cemetery, who is responsible for the upkeep of that cemetery.  Father said the merger of parishes would assume the responsibility.  Marge Orcutt asked if anyone has bikes they are not using. The bikes could be donated  to the young men from Afghanistan, as they need them for transportation in Canada.  Mariam asked if a notation should be put in the bulletin regarding St. John’s exploring the possibility of being considered as an emergency shelter.  It was agreed this would be a good idea.
CLOSING PRAYER:  Offered by Rev. James Ciupek

ADJOURNMENT:  Jeff Zaleski made the motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Judy Downhower.

                                             NEXT MEETING:  September 15, 2011 at 7:00 P. M.

                                                                                (Social at 6:00 P.M.)

                                                                                                                                Respectfully submitted,

                                                                                                                                Marie E. Strauss,

                                                                                                                                Secretary

HAVE A BLESSED AND ENJOYABLE SUMMER!


